English 220: Uncanny Home Spaces
Navigating Domestic Anxieties and Identity Constructions in Literature

Instructor: Katlin Sweeney

Email: ksweeney@sdsu.edu 

Office: Arts & Letters 242 
Office Hours: Mondays & Tuesdays, 3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Class Location & Time: PSFA 308, 12:30 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. Tuesdays/Thursdays 
Course Objectives:
1. Analyze written, visual, or performed texts in the humanities and fine arts with sensitivity to their diverse cultural contexts and historical moments; 

2. Describe various aesthetic and other value systems and the ways they are communicated across time and cultures; 

3. Argue from multiple perspectives about issues in the humanities that have personal and global relevance;

4. Demonstrate the ability to approach complex problems and ask complex questions drawing upon knowledge of the humanities.
Course Description: 
The concept of the “home” functions as a source of comfort and anxiety, a place where inhabitants develop, explore, and question their understandings of what it means to feel safe in a space. Past and contemporary literatures have examined the home as a literal and figurative concept. As a literal space, the home is often associated with the physical house – the dwelling place of the family, a beacon of the familiar, and a source of protection from external dangers. As a figurative space, the home is understood as a feeling – the sense of belonging derived from partaking in a community, nationality, and social institutions. Additionally, this feeling of belonging can apply to the individual’s comfort with and perceptions of their own body space. 
This course explores how literature represents and uses the “home” as a symbol for addressing anxieties of belonging and familiarity through various genres such as Gothic literature, feminist graphic novels, horror films, and poetry. We will engage with texts published in the 19th, 20th, and 21st centuries to understand the scope of the home’s relationship with and influence on personal and societal perceptions of the self. Thus, we will explore the concept of “home” in these texts as a multifaceted symbol that represents three primary spaces: the body, the house, and the nation. This course will examine both the benefits and limitations of considering the “home” a source of comfort, with consideration of which fictional and real persons are allowed to access certain home spaces based on personal and political understandings of belonging.     

Throughout the semester, this course will explore the following questions:
· What is a home? How does literature shape our understanding of home as both a feeling and a physical location?
· What is at stake when the home becomes an “uncanny” space? Can inhabitants still consider a location their “home” if it has been replaced by a frightening double? 
· When inhabitants outside of the “home” access this space, do they automatically achieve a sense of belonging? To what extent is access to the home restricted based on identity and the individual body?
Required Texts to Purchase: 
1. Shirley Jackson, The Haunting of Hill House (1959)

2. Toni Morrison, The Bluest Eye (1970)

3. Jimmy Santiago Baca, Immigrants in Our Own Land & Selected Early Poems (1990)

4. Anna Deavere Smith, Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992 (1994)

5. Joseph Bruchac, Whisper in the Dark (2005)
6. Neil Gaiman & P. Craig Russell, Coraline: The Graphic Novel (2009)

7. Kelly Sue DeConnick & Valentine De Landro, Bitch Planet, Volume 1: Extraordinary Machine (2015)
8. Timur Bekmambetov, Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter – Film (2012)


Useful Resources:
· The Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL): http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
· SDSU Writing Center, located in LLA1103 (Love Library)
Appointments can be made online via: http://writingcenter.sdsu.edu/
· Additional course readings will be posted to course website: www.uncannylit220.wordpress.com 
NOTE: This syllabus is a living document and is therefore subject to change. You will be notified if any changes are made. 
Grade Breakdown:

	CATEGORY
	POINTS POSSIBLE
	PERCENTAGE

	Participation/Quizzes
	100
	10%

	Reading Blogs
	150
	20%

	Mini Essay
	150
	15%

	Midterm Paper
	200
	25%

	Final Project
	300
	30%


Grading Scale:

	940 – 1,000: A
	740 – 769: C

	900 – 939: A-
	700 – 739: C-

	870 – 899: B+
	670 – 699: D+

	840 – 869: B
	640 – 669: D

	800 – 839: B-
	600 – 639: D-

	770 – 799: C+
	Below 600: F


Assignments: 
Participation: Without attending class, it is difficult to succeed in a course. Thus, it is necessary to maintain regular attendance to this class to ensure that you are engaging with class lectures, discussions, and in-class assignments that will assist you when writing your papers and project. To account for emergencies and unexpected issues, you will not be penalized in the participation category if you miss class. However, please note that regularly missing class will increase your chances of missing reading pop quizzes that are regularly given throughout the semester, which do count for points that contribute to your final course grade. These quiz scores are factored into your participation grade and can be the grading category that pushes a borderline grade up to a higher grade or down to a lower grade. 

Reading Blogs: Throughout the semester, you will be responsible for writing five reading responses that are typed and posted to the course website. Reading blogs must be 300 words and submitted on time to be considered for full credit. These responses must be posted by 9:00 a.m. on the day that they are due. Any reading responses that are submitted after 9:00 a.m. are considered late, even if the response is submitted one minute after the deadline. Late submissions will automatically lose 10 points. Our course website can be found at www.uncannylit220.wordpress.com. You will have access to the website so that you can post. Each reading blog has an assigned text. They correspond as follows:

Reading Blog 01: The Haunting of Hill House – Due 9/12
Reading Blog 02: Coraline: The Graphic Novel – Due 9/26
Reading Blog 03: The Bluest Eye – Due 10/7
Reading Blog 04: Whisper in the Dark – Due 11/7
Reading Blog 05: Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992 – Due 11/30
Your reading responses may consist of juxtaposing texts, exploring the context of the text(s) you have selected, or utilizing outside scholarship to pose an argument about the text. Each reading response can address one or multiple of the texts we have covered at this point in the semester. When writing your reading response, you should pose a question about a reading, analyze a particular passage, or compare representations of the uncanny in two texts. The purpose of these reading responses is to help you begin thinking about which text(s) you may be interested in engaging with in your Mini Essay and Midterm Paper. 
Mini Essay: You will write a brief essay that is 2-3 pages in length and addresses topics from our first unit on The Uncanny House. The prompt for this essay will be distributed a few weeks before the due date. You will craft a thesis-driven essay that analyzes, explores, and questions a topic related to one of the texts from The Uncanny House unit. You are welcome to expand on a reading response for this essay. 
Midterm Paper: You will write an essay that is 4-5 pages in length that addresses topics from The Uncanny House and/or The Uncanny Body units. The prompt for this essay will be distributed a few weeks before the due date. If you choose to write a paper that includes material from the first unit, you must expand on your ideas rather than regurgitating the same information from your mini essay. You are once again welcome to expand on a reading response for this essay. 
Final Project: At the end of the semester, you will complete a creative project that is 5-7 pages in length that addresses at least one of the texts we have covered this semester. You will be given a few prompt options a few weeks before the due date. As our course engages with a wide variety of visual and written texts, you will be given both essay and visual options to complete this assignment. This project will require you to cite at least two sources of secondary scholarship. It is highly encouraged that you meet with me before the due date to get feedback on your idea and drafts. 
Course Policies:

Attendance: Your final grade is calculated by combining your scores in participation, reading responses, essays, project, and final paper. Thus, it is crucial that you attend class regularly so that you can earn participation points by contributing to class discussions. Attending class will also provide you with additional context and scholarship on these novels so that when you write your essays, you are more familiar with how these texts fit into the study of literature. Please review the section on participation to familiarize yourself with how absences may potentially impact your grade.
Electronic Devices: I expect you to spend class time with respect for one another and your instructor by leaving all laptops, iPads, Kindles, iPods, cell phones, Bluetooths, headphones, and other electronic devices (unless cleared by me) in your bag. It is rude to be on your device during class instead of contributing to the class discussion or listening to your peers. Use of electronics in class will not be tolerated and you may be asked to leave. 

Blackboard: We will rely heavily on Blackboard to share information and supplemental resources necessary to complete our goals for the semester. Please check it every week before class. 

Plagiarism: English 220 is a course that asks you to bring your original ideas and work to the classroom and your assignments. Please carefully review the university’s policies on plagiarism at http://studentaffairs.sdsu.edu/srr/cheating-plagiarism.html as it will NOT be tolerated under any circumstances in our class this semester. 
Late Work: It is expected that all work is submitted by the deadline. It is expected that an attempt is made to submit all work so that no categories are weighted at 0%. Work that is not submitted by the deadline will be considered late and will only be accepted until one week after the deadline. All work submitted late will receive a lower grade. If you encounter a circumstance that prevents you from attending class and/or submitting an assignment, please contact me immediately. I am here to help you succeed; keep me updated if you are in need of an extension. 

Problems: If you encounter problems or emergencies during the semester, please talk to me as soon as possible so that we can identify possible solutions/extensions. 

Student Athletes: I understand that student-athletes have demanding, dynamic schedules. As your instructor, I am committed to helping you succeed in the course. To do so, regular and effective communication is needed. I am happy to work with all student-athletes in conjunction with Student-Athlete Support Services (SASS). For more information on SASS’ academic advising and tutoring services, please call (619) 594-4743.

Students with Disabilities: Every attempt will be made to offer reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities in this course.  Students with disabilities who may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to notify me privately and to contact Student Disability Services (SDS) as soon as possible.  SDS staff are available in the Capulli Center in Suite 3101 or by phone at (619) 594-6473 (voice) or (619) 594-2929 (TTD/TTY).
If you are a student with a disability and believe you will need accommodations for this class, it is your responsibility to contact Student Disability Services. To avoid any delay in the receipt of your accommodations, you should contact Student Disability Services as soon as possible. Please note that accommodations are not retroactive, and that accommodations based upon disability cannot be provided until you have presented your instructor with an accommodation letter from Student Disability Services. 

Counseling: There are many events and situations that put additional stress on being a student.  SDSU has an excellent center for Counseling & Psychological Services that is open to students Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. To set up an initial consultation, call (619) 594-5220. For immediate or emergency help, you are welcome to use San Diego’s free 24-hour counseling access line at (800) 479-3339.  C&PS on campus also has a “Center for Well-Being” with multiple stations for relaxation if you are feeling stressed during the semester.  C&PS is located in the Capulli Center, Room 4401.
Discrimination & Harassment: SDSU complies with all federal and state laws regarding discrimination and harassment on the basis of race, ethnicity, gender and gender identity, national origin, religion, sexual orientation, marital status, medical status, veteran status, and disability. Further, the expectation for our classroom is that it is a safe, collegial space where differences of background and perspective are treated with consideration and respect. Disagreement on some issues is expected as part of the learning process, but should always be expressed within a framework of collegiality.

Important SDSU Student Resources: 
Academic Advising Center: (619) 594-6668

Counseling and Psychological Services: (619) 594-5220

Student Disability Services: (619) 594-6473

Student Health Services: (619) 594-5281

Public Safety: (619) 594-1991

Public Safety Escorts: (619) 594-6659
Course Reading Schedule
Subject to change
	Week/Dates
	Due Dates

	Week 1

T 8/29

TH 8/31
	Syllabus, course overview, introductions. 

PART I: THE HOUSE

Excerpt from Sigmund Freud’s “The Uncanny” (BB) 

	Week 2

T 9/5

TH 9/7
	The Yellow Wallpaper (BB)
The Haunting of Hill House (ix-39)

	Week 3

T 9/12
TH 9/14
	READING BLOG 1 DUE @ 9:00 a.m.
The Haunting of Hill House (40-99)
The Haunting of Hill House (100-131)

	Week 4

T 9/19

TH 9/21
	The Haunting of Hill House (132-end)
Coraline: The Graphic Novel (1-52)

	Week 5

T 9/26

TH 9/28
	READING BLOG 2 DUE @ 9:00 a.m.
Coraline: The Graphic Novel (53-116)
Coraline: The Graphic Novel (117-end)

	Week 6

T 10/3

TH 10/5
	PART II: THE BODY

MINI ESSAY DUE 

Recommended: Begin reading The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde (BB)
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde (BB)

	Week 7

T 10/10

TH 10/12
	The Bluest Eye (vii-32)
The Bluest Eye (33-58)

	Week 8

T 10/17

TH 10/19 
	READING BLOG 3 DUE @ 9:00 a.m.
The Bluest Eye (59-93)
The Bluest Eye (94-163)

	Week 9

T 10/24

TH 10/26 
	The Bluest Eye (164-end)
Whisper in the Dark (xi-47)

	Week 10

T 10/31

TH 11/2 
	MIDTERM PAPER DUE IN CLASS
Crimson Peak
Whisper in the Dark (48-94)

	Week 11

T 11/7

TH 11/9
	READING BLOG 4 DUE @ 9:00 a.m.

Whisper in the Dark (95-end)
PART III: THE NATION

CLASS CANCELLED: Katlin is presenting her research at the Pacific Ancient Modern Language Association conference in Honolulu!

	Week 12

T 11/14

TH 11/16
	Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992 (xvii-80)
Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992 (81-179)

	Week 13

T 11/21

TH 11/23
	CLASS CANCELLED: Thanksgiving Break
CLASS CANCELLED: Thanksgiving Break

	Week 14

T 11/28

TH 11/30
	Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992 (180-end)
READING BLOG 5 DUE @ 9:00 a.m.
Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter

	Week 15

T 12/5

TH 12/7
	Immigrants in Our Own Land (1-43)
Immigrants in Our Own Land (44-end)

	Week 16

T 12/12

TH 12/14
	Bitch Planet, Volume 1: Extraordinary Machine (Issues #1 & 2)

Bitch Planet, Volume 1: Extraordinary Machine (Issues #3, 4, & 5)

	Week 17

W 12/20
	FINAL PROJECT DUE


